FLI Mock Trial Parts

Each part will be printed on a 3X5 card

List of participants
3 band members for Front Street Girls - plaintiff
1 AIC executive - plaintiff
1 blogger - defendant
1 expert witness
1 private investigator
2 lawyers for the plaintiff
2 lawyer for the defendant
1 bailiff
+ jury

Band History

Front Street Girls was formed in 2002 in Salem OR where the girls attended high school together.  In early 2004 the bands MySpace page was found by a national promotion and recording studio the Artist International Collective (AIC).  After signing with AIC the band produced a CD of 13 songs and sold it in retail nationally and online internationally through iTunes and Amazon.com.  Front Street Girls does some touring during the summers and each of the members of the band has a part time day job and attends college full-time during the school year. 

Since signing their record contract with AIC they have received very little income from retail CD sales, about three thousand dollars, despite having sold nearly 200,000 thousand copies and even less for online sales. Their royalties will increase significantly if sales of CDs reach more than 500,000. At this point AIC claims they will have recouped their cost in promoting the first record.  Most of the Front Street Girls income comes from tour appearances during the summer.  They are preparing to release their second CD this summer to coincide with their upcoming tour.

When writing songs the band would travel to Portland's Roxy Cafe to spend all night drinking coffee and writing new songs.  Each member of the band participated in the process of writing new songs, often passing lyrics around the table for revisions on the backs of napkins.  By the end of the night it was impossible to tell who had written which lines.  In signing the recording and rights deal with AIC the band members retained rights to their lyrics. 

Corin Brown, Band Member - Front Street Girls, Vocals - Plaintiff

Corin is the driving force behind the band. She maintains their MySpace page and actively works on booking summer gigs.  Her school year is filled with literature studies at Cornell, but she keeps in touch with other band members via IM and SMS through out the year. Reading Punkgrrl's review of their song, Twiggy, has made Corin very mad. She believes it was an unfair representation of the song to take one set of lyrics out of context and criticize them so vehemently. 

Michelle Pichet, Band Member - Front Street Girls, Guitar - Plaintiff

Michelle works full-time in Portland at Powell's books and takes part-time classes at Portland Community College.  She looks forward to the summers when she can get out and travel the road with her band.  Her stance on the suit is more neutral than Corin's, given that Twiggy was never her favorite song.  She only cares what true fans, people who like their music, think.  She has joined the suit to support her band mates. 

Janet Margo, Band Member - Front Street Girls, Bassist - Plaintiff

Janet is now a Freshman at Evergreen State College with hopes to double major in Experimental Theater and Animal Behavior.  Janet grew up in a worse financial situation than the rest of the band and is at college on a half scholarship.  She saves the money from royalties and the summer tour to cover her living expenses at school.  She is deeply divided about the suit as she can not afford much if any new music, but wishes more people would buy their album.  She grew up sharing music but has hidden it from her band mates especially in light of the lawsuit.    

Lawyer for Front Street Girls - Harisha Adrianne

Harisha, or Harry to his friends, is an copyright attorney at the firm  Howard & Hughes. He graduated from University of Washington in 2001 and practiced as a criminal prosecutor for three years before joining Howard & Hughes in 2004. Harry enjoys court room interaction and the complexities of dealing with new technologies.  In undergrad he majored in music and political science; his love for both sent him to law school.

AIC - Executive Director - Mark Lerman

In 1995 Mark formed Artists International Collective to help discover and promote new artist.  Mark had previously worked for Sony BMG Music Entertainment as a talent scout. In forming AIC he was hoping to reach out to more artist and sign more unproven talent.  AIC spends most of the revenues from new bands are spent on promotion and traditional marketing.  AIC has little to no web presence, but encourages band to reach out to their fans through MySpace.  AIC is worried about the internet killing new bands and opposed to anyone free riding off their hard work.  AIC takes an exclusive license in their artist sound recordings and then grants distribution rights to online music retailers.  AIC also engages in contracts to have CD's printed and distributed throughout the US.

Lawyer for AIC - Jocelin Markus

Josie is went to law school at NYU in New York and graduated in 1980.  After law school she joined the firm of Howard & Hughes.  She has worked with AIC since their founding in 1995. Her work includes licensing and contract writing for online distribution.  This is her first litigation case with AIC although she has some experience in other copyright cases. Her musical tastes include blues and easy listening.

Susan Haskel - AKA PunkGrrrl - Defendant

 Susan Haskel, age 20, is a sophomore in chemistry at the University of Washington and grew up in the Seattle area.  She went to high school at Garfield High School on first hill.  She writes a moderately popular music blog, "Dance Dance Evolution by PunkGrrrl," which she started as a junior in high school.  In her blog, she reviews indy, emo, trance, hip hop, and punk music. The main audience for her blog was her friends at first, but over the years her posts have started to appear on popular search engines or be quoted by other bloggers.  Susan posts to the blog a music review each week, she also occasionally posts concert reviews or local northwest music events.  Each week she chooses two songs to review and raves about one while ranting about the other. The blog has been in operation since early 2003 and has been steadily growing in popularity.  Susan makes the blog available to the public for free, but does have Google Adwords on the site.  Susan's cost to host the blog is less than $150 a year.  The text ads bring in less than $10 per month.  The blog also has a "wish list" where fans can anonymously purchase music merchandise for Susan.  Fans of her website have purchased two official band T-Shirts and three official band posters for her over the past 2 years. 

Lawyer for Susan Haskel - Michael Howard

Mike is a Seattle area Attorney from Lane & Wright.  He graduated from Gonzaga Law in 1991 and has been doing copyright litigation for the last 15 years.  He has taken this case pro bono as part of his volunteer work with Washington Lawyers for the Arts and the Electronic Frontier Foundation.  He believes that Ms. Haskel and her blog are protected speech and that her right to criticize works deserves protection under the law.  Mike is also a local jazz musician and plays occasionally at cafes and pubs with some of his friends from law school. 

Lawyer for Susan Haskel -  Christine Matsu

Christine is an associate law professor University of Washington where she heads a free speech clinic.  Before joining UW she was a staff attorney specializing in free speech at The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF). At the EFF, Christine litigated Internet-related free speech cases, including First Amendment challenges to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. Christine received her J.D. in 2000 from the Tulane University in New Orleans, and received her undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan. 

Bailiff - Officer of the Court

The Bailiff is the peace officer providing court security. Bailiffs maintain order in courtroom during trial.  Other duties include: Checking courtroom for security and cleanliness. Assures availability of supplies for use of judge. Enforcing courtroom rules of behavior and warning persons not to disturb court procedure. The bailiff also announces entrance of Judge. 


Private Investigator - Jane Radcliffe - Wittiness for the Plaintiff

Jane is an associate at the PI firm Media Big Brother(MBB). MBB specializes in finding things online whether it be long lost friends or improprieties by your significant others.  The firm has customized online search tools that look for keywords or images and alert investigators if there are matches that may relate to open cases.  The firm's tag line is "finding needles in the haystack of the internet."

Jane became involved with AIC in 2006 when they hired the firm to find and alert them of unauthorized copies of copyrighted work.  Jane was alerted of the lyrics and song posting on the PunkGrrl blog on June 18 by their search software.  Jane investigated the website and downloaded a copy of "Twiggy" from the blog entry on the website.  She also took a screenshot of the website on the day she was investigating it (Exhibit A).

Expert witness - David Jacob - Economist

David is an economics professor at University of Washington.  He has been studying economic trends on and offline for  10 years.  He specializes competition between online and offline goods.  David wrote a peer reviewed paper, Is P2P killing the CD?,  analyzing the music industry's CD sales and online file sharing. It was published in the Harvard Business Journal in 2007. His result found a negative correlation between the amount of music sold as CDs and the amount of music shared online in peer to peer networks.  David also found that during the same period, online sales of music grew regardless of file sharing trends.

Jury - 9-12 members of the jury


